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PEASANT LIFE IN ITALY

VMEN AND WOMEN LABOR IN FIELDS
FROM DAWN TILL DARK

Sunday Not & Day of Rest—A Litile Mont
om Holldays-—No Schoollng ¥For Chil-
dren--The Houses of the Peasanlirye

. Food of a Famlily.

From sunny Italy came the anarch-
st who slew the Empress Elizabeth,
President COarnot, Prime Minister
Canovas and flnally Humbert himself,
In sunny Italy is probably the rank-
est growth of anarchy and socialism
fn all Burope. And In the sunny
plaing and valleys of northern Italy is
what perhaps is the worst condition
of serfdom that exists in Europe to-
day. Here in the provinces that bord-
er on the river Po—Lombardy, Vene-
tia and@ Emlilia—the peasantry stagger
under burdens so depressing and up-
bending that it is no wonder that the
extract from this human press is an-
archy and socialism. It is in these
provinces that the ferment of sozlal-
ism has worked the most, Here the
peasants are organized more or less
completely into sociallstic  groups.
Whatever of worth there was in the
old system of labor in these provinces
disappeared twenty years ago when
many of the old nobles were forced tu
give up their landed estates becausc
of the fall in price of wheat and cat-
tle, due largely to American compe-
tition. With the ruin of the nobles
came that of many of the tenant
farmers and small proprletors, who
were compelled to leave the fertile
and smiling country and go into the
towns for work, or else emigrate to
America, there to begin life anew,

The field laborers of Italy are divid-
ed into two classes, the obbligatl, who
are hired by the year, and the disob-
bligati, who are employed by the day.
The former class, of course, are a lit-
tle better off than the latter, for thelr
contract runs longer, and they can
look further ahead. But in either
class the outlook is miserable epough,
For not only does the peasant bind
himself to work for his owner, but he
binds hig whole famlily, with the pos-
wible exception of babes, who would

be included, except that they can pro-

duce nothing, and therefore are left
in the corners of the flelds, For thls
reason, that an employer can get the
services of an entire famlly for the
price of one man, an unmarried man,
or the man with a wife and no chll-
gren, is at a great disadvantage, for
work for him is not to be had as long
a8 there are unemployed familles at
hand. Yet another hard feature of
this system Is that the head of the
family must stipulate, if he has un-
married davghters, that they shall not
marry for the period of time which
the contract has to run,

Arday's work in this part of sunny
Italy is from 4 in the morning to O at
night—that ig, from the first flush of
dawn to the last light to be¢ had from
the setting sun, "There is no Sunday
in the calendar of the Italian peasant,
On the day of the week which all
Christendom observes, as on other
days, he is in the field at 4 o'clock in
the morning, and between 7 and 8
has his breakfast; he gets an hour
at midday and half an hour at b or ¢
o'clock, and then he works on until
be mo longer can see,

The women go into the fields with
the men. They hoe in the malze fields,
feed the cattle and cultivate the flax.
If the children are babes they can do
nothing—to the gredt sorrow of the
employer, for they eat, if ever so little,
but do not produce. But when they
get to be a fow years old they are
useful in looking after the pigs, ete.,
and a8 soon as possible they are sent
to work with their parents, The situ-
ation in the green fields of Italy is
about as complete a refutation of the
Malthusian theory as its most ardent
opponent could degire, for It ig tho
man with many children who geéts
the most out of life as it is llved In
sunny Italy,

The wages of the peasant's family
are partly in money and partly in
kind, and he has the privilege of rent
free. In cashi he gets from $15 to $20
a year; in kind he get fourteen bushels
of maize, seven bushels of wheat and
from 200 to 250 bundles of firewood,
If he is in a vineyard section he re-
celves in addition 800 to 900 pounds of
grapes, while in other sectlons he gets
8ix to nine bushels of rye. He may
get some riee, which he mixes with
the millet to produce the indigestible
bread which is responsible for the dis-
ease called pellagra,

Then he may have the privilege of
a little pateh of ground on which he
may raise maize, two-thirds of which
goes to the employer, and he may ralse
sllk worms, too,

80 the averuge peasant's family of
8lx persons may earn altogether from
$120 to $1256 a year.

The house of the Italian peasant
usually contains geveral other fami-
lies, A lodging consists of a kitchen,
# bed room and two other small rooms,
[n the older houses oiled paper an-
gwers for a window, and the houses
are damp, moldy and smoky.

Of course the food of a family
whose united income is about six cents
# day is bound to be rather meager.
Polenta, which {8 flour of malze
tooked in water, is the main dish,
f!reukmst consists of polenta and a
Uttle cheese, ¥For dinner there I8 po-
lenta and bacon soup, with perbaps
ﬂ‘sh from the brook, or eggs. At O
p'clock polenta and cheese is the menl,
and at supper polenta and a salad
of the cheapest vegetables. On
Christmas and on Raster meat I8 set
on the table sparingly, —

The firewood which the peasants get
I8 rarvely sufficient to cook with in the
summer, and In the winter the family
takes refuge In the cow shed, where
the employer, under pretense that bae

.er, 1609.”

provides & light in the stables, lays ' |

claim to a portion of the flax spun by
the women in the barns,

Of schooling for the children there
13 none, except in the winter in the
villages, Consequently, many of these
Italians who come to America in the
hopes of bettering their condition can
neither read nor write thelr own lan.
guage, Great wonder it Is If anything
good can come out of modern Italy.—
New York Press.

Making s Tunnel End Meet.

It is quite apparent that to dig a
tunnel from two sides and make both
ends meet is a delicate problem, says
Hugene P. Lyle in Everybody's Maga-
zine, Should they happen not to
mees, It would be an expensive wan-
dering in the mountain to find them
and get them together. But fortunate-
ly there is a gulde as true and un-
bendable as mathematics. This is an
imaginary straight-line between two
points, Omne point is a little observa-
tory-shed on the bank of the Rhone,
with a spy-glass pointing horlzontally
toward Italy. The other point I8 a
smillar little obgervatory on the bank
of the Doveria in Italy, with a glass
towards Switzerland, Between the
two points r.ses in Simplon mountain
mass. But the straight llne goes
through just the same, for it is only
an imaginary straight line. It is,
however, steadily turning into a reali-
ty—that 18, the tunnel, And If it were
not for the grade of the tunnel, then
gome day the observatory in Switzer-
land could look through the mountain
at the obgervatory in Italy. It will
be obdected, however, that we went
around a curve in the tunnel. In fact,
there are two curves, but they do not
affect the straight-line proposition.

There I8 a small tunnel which joins
the main tunnel some hundred metres
or 109 yards inside. It Is called the
locating tunnel, and faithfully follows
the imaginary straight Iline, The
main tunnel finishes ite curve at this
hundred-metre point, and thence con-
tinues along the straight line to the
corresponding curve at the other end,
where again, the straight line Is com-
pleted by a second locating tunnel,

Our Biggest Gan,

Some spectacular particulars are
given of the United States gun, which
will preserve America's inallenable
right to possess the “biggest thing on
earth,” It will weigh 126 tons, will
have a length of forty-nine feet three
inches, and a dlameter—fine by degrees
and Dbeautifully less—varying from
gixty inches to twenty-elght inches,
It will be able to fire, its five-foot-four.
inch projectile an extreme distance of
nearly twenty-one miles—20.978 miles
i8 the exact figure—and a projectile
fired at the elevation required for this
distance will attain a helght of 80,510
feet, “higher,” gays the plcturesque
recorder, “than the combined eleva-
tlons of Pike's Peak and Mount
Blanc.” Thus the record distance fired
by a Krupp 9.2-inch gun on April
28, 1892, when twelve and a half miles
were covered and a height of 21,456
feet was attained, will be completely
surpassed.—London Post.

Unfortunate For the Lady,

A curious Instance of absence of
mind I8, according to the Liverpool
Post, furnished by a certain Oxford
don, whose *“scholarly abstraction”
frequently lands him in difficulties.
Dining out one night he suddenly be-
came versed in thought, and for a
time sat gazing at his plate, evident-
ly deeply engrossed in some mighty
preblem. Now it happened that his
left-hand nelghbor, a portly dame, had
the habit of resting her hand on the
table, palm down and fingers closed.
Suddenly the professor awoke from
hig bpown study, seized his fork,
plunged it into the plump paw re-
posing to the left of his plate, and,
beaming genially through his glasses,
remarked, “My bread, I think!"”

Hedentary Athletes.

An BEnglishman who has spent much
time in Paris has whimslcally ob-
gerved that the French make excellent
athletes, where they can sit down to
it. The statement is wortby of notice,
says the Paris Messenger. It is gen-
erally acknowledged that Frenchmen
cannot play cricket, and few of them
care for football; but it i3 a fact that
they are skillful horsemen, as may
be =een at the polo matches in the
Bols de Boulogne, They also row
well, as may be seen every day on the
Seine; and, above all, they cycle well,
as may be observed all over Paris. And
the bottom of all this is “sliting
down.”

To Protect Wild Flowers,

Persons intévested In wild flowers
are endeavoring to create—and to or
ganize—a sentiment for the protection
of our native plants, especially near
large citles, says the Youth's Com-
panion. The pond lly, trailling are
butus, native orchids, fringed gentian
and many of the evergreens have been
gathered in Massachasetts for sale In
such guantities and so steadily sought
by frequenters of suburban woods,
that their extinction s threatened,
The remedy suggested is that care be
used to cut rather than pull the flow-
ers, so that the roots need not be dis-
turbed, and that those who gather
rare plantg for the market should
be discouraged by lack of patronage,

A Compass in a Guano Bed.

A curlous find is reported from one
of the Chincha Islands, off the coast
of Peru. In a bed of guano an old
ship's compass was lately dug up,
which, when cleaned, was found to be
in working order. The case of the
instrument is of brass, and it bears
the engraved inscription: ‘*‘Juo, War
ren, Chepeside, City of London, Mak-
The compass has been sent
to & museum in Lima.—London News.

The Modern Author,

His pen that never lacks for ink
He drives with eager clutch;
If he should ever stop to think 4
He couldn’t write 8o much \
—Washington Star,

s L \
A Dofinition,
Little Elmer—'Pa, what is an optl-

mist?”’

Prof Broadhead—"“A person who i8
constantly expecting the unexpected to
bappen.'—Leslie’'s Weekly.

A Paternal Indiscretion,

Mr, Jones—"Our boys don't scem to
respect me as they should.”

Mre. Jones—"Well, you oughtn't to
have let them find out that you could-
n't fly u box Kkite"—Detroit Free
Press.

A Nelghborly Call,
“Have you called on the new neigh-
bors next door yet, Mrs, Glibbins?”
“Yes, I have, Their boy threw some-
thing and hit my Willie, and I called
on them for an explanation.”—Phila-
delphia Bulletin,

Benny'’s Hedge,

“Benny Bloombumper, how do we
know that the moon Is 240,000 miles
distant from the earth?”

Benny (alarmed at the teacher's
manner) replied, “Y-y-you said so your-
self, sir”—Tit-Bits,

Would Die Hard.

“I am sorry,” said the physician to
the ossified man, “but you cannot iive
long.”

“Well,” replied the ossified man,
“when the time comes I will die hard.”
—Qhlo State Journal,

Difficult to Pleasa.
Dribbles—"Is it true that the editor
wf Blank's Magazine is a particular
friend of yours?'
Scribbles—*‘'Yes, very particular. Hy
rejecty everything I send him.”—Chi
cago Record-Herald,

Slight Repairs Needed,

Aged Beau—"William, are my eyg
vrows on straight and my ears propm
erly erimped?”

Valet—*"Yes, slr, but your left shoul.
der has slipped down a little. There,
kir, you are quite correct.”—Chicago
Tribune.

Within Limits,

“Money is like blood,” said the
®pendthrift Nephew, “it isn't any good
unless it keeps in circulation.”

“Yes,” answered the Wise Unclé,
#but you shouldn't let either of them
get away from you.”—Baltimore
American.

A Genlus,

“You say he has an inventive turn
of mind? What has he devised that
i8 so wonderful ?"

“Nothing; but he hag six new ex-.
cuses every week for being late at the
office in the morning,”—Chicago Ree-
ord-Herald.

The Real Cause,

Miss Gabbey—"1 suppose it was the
kisses he stole from Mrs. Gidday on
the porch that evening that started all
this scandal”

Mzr. Short—"Not at all. It was the
gossips who saw the kisses stolen.'—
Pluiladeiphia Press.

Dropping,

Church—*I must go and drop a line
to my wife.”

Gotham — “I thought you said she
was up in the mountains?”’

Church—*"So she is.”

Gotham—*Well, how can you drop
a line upward?'—Yonkers Statesman,

The Way of the World,

Horton—"You used to think Bember
was a great friend of yours, I notice
he never offers to help you now that
you need holp.”

Snobel—"No; but then, you must not
forget how free he was to offer me as.
sistance when I didn’'t peed it.,"”—Bos«
ton Transcript,

Evidence Still in Sight,

“You oughtn’t to complain, ma'am,"
the busy grocer sald, “if only one bas-
ket of thosé peaches turned out bad.
Three dozen boxes of 'em rotted on
my hands last Saturday.”

“1 believe him, mamma,"” said Tom-
my, in a loud whisper. *“His han’
look like it."—Chicago Tribune,

Then He Gave Up.

“What is your age?'" asked the great
coarse business man of the applicant
for the position of cashier.

“Well-er—1 can't tell you that,” she
}'eplled.

“Do you know what day you were
born on?"

“Oh, yes; I was born on a Sunday."
—Philadelphia Press.

A Boy of Promise.
“Johnny,” sald the teacher aflter
reading the youngster's “note from
bis father” excusing his absence from
school the day before, “it seems to
me your father's writing is very like
your,"

“Yes,” replied Johnny, unabashed,
“you know they say I take after Pop
in everything.”—Cathollc Standard
and Times, ‘

.

None Here,

Tired of the long-winded oratory ot
the attorney for the defense, the judge
Interrupted him,

“Mr. Sharke,” he sald, “may I ask
you a question?”

“Certainly, your Honor, what is it?”

“Language,” said the judge, “we are
told, is glven to conceal thought, ov
words to that effect, Inasmuch as yon
don't seem to have any thought te
conceal, I would like to know why

you are talking?"—Chlcago Tribune,

RELIAB

LE DAIRYMEN.

DIRECTORY OF LEGITIMATE DEALERS.

Ihe following dairymen are known to the Editor of the CITIZEN as rellable producers, who own thew

ywir herds of cattle and deliver thelr ewn product. There are no milk Hucksters in this list,

——

BENNING FARM DAIRY,

J. P. REILLY, Proprietor.
Benning, « - D. C.

Retabli
i
At their plo::ar:'
HILLOCK DAIRY,
JOMN BERGLING, 3 - Propristoy

Brentwood Road, Md.

Established 1804, Pure milk served te my
sustomers fresh from the dalry every
moraing,

0AK GROVE DAIRY,
0. NcCARTHY, - - Prepristor.
Bladensburg Road, D, C.
Rstablished 1805, Fresh milk delivered

t from my dairy farm every morning,
Two dellveries a day contempla

St. John's Park Dairy,
‘Mary Harrlet Hatcher, Prop.
Brookland, D. C,
ov‘osrty“gxlgrkx‘ﬁg .m&e l:vuli: .ﬁ"{ﬁ-m
our place at all times.
Milk for cmﬁran a specialty,

—————————

PALISADES DAIRY,

W. L. MALONB, . . Propristes,
[Conduit Road, I, C.

Established m“r&y: {1k .%Eﬁ

od In
ERE TS
CHILLUM FARM DAIRY,
WM. McKAY, Proprietor,
Woodburn, (Terra Cotta), D. C,
grpiset 0} saces o ik tgte

orhing.
1 think the butﬂ none ood
my oustomers. . gw

Douglas Place Farm Dairy
EDW. NARKHAM, Proprietor,
Douglas Place, Benning Road, D.C,

Hetablished 1808, I spare neither
nor expense in trying produce milk

CONGRESS HEIGHTS
DAIRY,

JOSEPH WAHLER & SON, « Proprietors,
CONGRESS HEIGHTS, D. C.

Established 1863. Wae deliver pure
milk direct from the farm every morning.

PAYNE'S FARM DAIRY,

M. J. PAYNE, Proprietor,

Bladensburg, =« Maryland,

HBstablished 1808, It is my alm to |
ers with the v \uns
a Jﬂ“{.‘o ml"l invite an M 2‘

NATIONAL PARK DAIRY

J. P. MORROW, Proprietor.
Broad Branch Road, D. C.

Established 1884, Pure milk from

‘| sound, healthy cattle delivered to all g.‘,’g,g’géﬂ quality, Plant always open
purts of Washington.
HOYLE'S FARM DAIRY, TERRELL'S DAIRY.

£. TERRELL, . - Proprieten
Arlington, Virginia,

Established 1891, I serve milk stralghé
from the tarm every morning. My milk wilh

MRS, A. J, HOYLR, Propristor.
Congress Helghts, v D. C.

Batablished 1808, We serve first-clase milx
all bottled on the fari, m always open

. to inspection itand the test every time,

BRIGHTWOOD DAIRY G '

’ Buena Vista Dai Glen EBllen Farm Dalry,
MRS, C. ROBINSON, - - Proprietor. o ry' . Bu P lry’
Brightwood, D. C. . ; ll-lANDON. - - Proprietor | GEO, T, KNOTT, ; - Proprivtas,
n‘ll;bnh}lshed 1888, V:?e deliver morning's uitland Road, near Suitland, Md. Céudult Read, B. C.
only every mornlng.

& Our nlg’lvlb'l;o”llllil s all sold te m%ﬁubl“hﬁ.ldn ol(.an}.n::dogolfe:r ‘:;{ly’ v’"’.h"!h.‘ UR. Muk from my datry
dealers. ure nﬁfk that will always in. | ™Arantead to be beth elsed e
kil Lr NSO W £*1 always solicth e cleatsd inonsetien.

——ee - e

": Ybu_liﬁt bmti oi alaﬁdud
excellance, ask your dealer
fo supply you with . ...

Whitéléil'glgatéqi

A HIGH GRADE FLOUR
Manufacturedby . . .

G.W. CISSEL & CO.

GEORGETOWN, D. C.

We manufacture other brands of
High Grade Roller Process Flour that
we sell at a very moderate figure to
the trade, but for family use the
WHITE LILY PATENT is not ex.
oelled by any flour on the market.

We grind Maryland and Virginia
wheat ExriReLy, because long ex.

erience has taught us that it is the

est in the United States. .

G. W. CISSEL & CO.,
ARLINGTON ROLLER MILLS,
..GEORGETOWN, D. C.

| THOMAS W. SMITH,
8 Lumber 4« Merchant, ¢

BASH, DOORS, BLINDS, GLASS
AND MILL WORK, !
Washington, - - D. €. §

& Omce, 15t }5t, and Indfana Ave. N, W,
; Mill, Koot N, J, Ave,, 8, E,
W hart, 4th St. Eastern Branch,

BRIGHTWOOD
HOTEL,‘ NN
TH. FELTER, Prop.

BRIGHTWOOD, D, C.

A Properly Conducted Road
House. Can be reached from
any part of the city for one fare.
Ask for the transfer to the
Brightwood Line.

Refreshments, Meals and
Lunches served on short notice
and at all hours,

Long Distance Telephone.
Ruppert’s - Park,
Otto C. Ruppert, Proprietor,

BLADENSBURG ROAD.

Pleasant Drive from Washington.
Short walk from Btation,

Cycle Track, Pionlo and Baseball
Park and other Outdoor Amusements,

S— P SR 2

50 YEARS®
EXPERIENCE

TrADE MARKS
DesiGNS
CoPYRIGHTS &cC.
Anyona sending a sketch and dowrlrtlnn may
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an
invention is probably patentable, Communica-
tiona strietly confidential, Handbook on Patents
sent free. Oldeat agenoy for securing patents.

Patents taken through Munn & Co. recelve
mpectad notice, without charge, in the.

Scientific American,

A handsomely illustrated weekly, Largest cir
eulation of any sclentific journal, Terms, $i &

ﬁr: four months, $1. Sold by | newsdealers.

NN & Co,261rosems. New York

0a,

¥ St., Waahilngton, D,

“AS WE JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE
LET US LIVE BY THE WAY.” &

- - WE HAVE THE VEHICLE END OF IT.

In our salesrooms you will find on exhibition

PLEASURE and
DRIVING
CARRIAGES
Of various grades in suitable variety, We build

work to order and sell manufactured goods, such as
Harness, Whips, Laprobes, Blankets, &ec.

BLACKSMITHING IN ALL ITS BKANCHES.

J. A. WINEBERGER,
3600 BRIGHTWOOD AVENUE, N. W.

Zrom the AMERIOAN JOURNAL OF HEALTH,

JANUARY 285, 18990,

The Necessity of Purity in Laundry Soaps.
BY J. M. MARTIN, M. D.

We are frequently asked why the Amerloan Journal of H '
-'rongly upon the pur{ty of the laundry soap used in the houlehnlda“o}ﬂl‘ul ::i:é:;
"'# questioner in most cases Implying that it makes very little difference what kin
» soap is employed for such purposes. No grogter mistake can bo made, for there
» mo feature in the domestio eoonomy fraught with greater importance than is the
atter of the laundry soap used. Brange to say, the very persons who are orlti-
«al and exacting in every detail of their toilet, and who would not under any cir-
cumstance allow any save the finest of oaps in their bathrooms or upon theit dress.
ing table, seem to be utterly oblivious to the uncleanliness insepurable from the
employment of impure laundry soaps, to say nothing of the dangers of skin dis.
enses which are apt to follow the use of suck deleterious articles. Yot the writer
does not hesitate to deplare—and his statement will be borne out by the axperience
of every I;:yslolonfn‘f ;"ie“dled p‘xl'uotlce—-thnt more outeneous dlsorders have their
origin in the use of inferior laundry soaps th y ¥
ow- faide toilet soaps In the drelaix{g-mgm. ST muted By Yor apierianie
t were impossible to obtain pure laundry scaps, carel
would be exousnbﬁa. but where highgst grade gozdu of the k?n(zl“a[:‘;.;;:llt;i;r;z%::
vle there does not exist the slightest reason for ignoring une of the most Important
foatures in the prevention of disense In the housobol%. For example, we would
vefer to the product of Weaver, Kengla & Company, of Washington, D. C., which
after most searching tests, we are prepared to commend to every readér as a pur;
and meritorious product. Prof. Norbert Fraenkel, the eminent analytical chemist
of New York City, makes the following report concerning this soap: .
“After the most searching chemical tests and analyses of tge laundry soap
made by W eaver, Kenglu & Compayy, I do not hesitate to pronounce {t to ie ons'
of the purest articles of the kind ever brought into my laboratory. It isabsolutely
free from foreign substances and no dangers of disease will be inourred by its use
in either laundry or bath. Soientists who realize the grave dangers which follow
the wearing of articles of clothing to which cling minute partioles of irritatin
substances which are incorporated in lauadry soaps to increase either the weight og
the bulk of the same, will apprecinte the trath of the statement that such pure
,l‘uuudry uougl Tu those made by Weaver, Kengla & Company furnish the house-
'4::1 Erb:ni :0 :(;r :L‘;." protection from the dangers of this nature, which otherwise
In addition to the opinion of this well-known analyst. w i
conclusive evidence as to the purity and worth of the goozll rnh;::::iz;"::do?tz::z
fore, we do not hesitate to sav that the housewife who fails to make due note of
the fact that the product of Weaver, Kengla & Company offers her and her entire
family a safoguard againat the dangers wglch follow the use of laundry soap com-
posed of impure materials and manufactured without the slightest regard to the
ealth of the user. A better or & purer article it would be impossible to find.
ECONOMICAL AND SAFE.

Economigal because it is pure. Bleaches and will not injuro thé

0 5 olothes.
because it is made of pure, healthy material—namely, pLxreJhoef tnllo(v)v pr.eps:ef;
by oursclves and the purest and bost chemicals—thus avoiding tho danger arising
from the use of diseased grease and fats, which often oayse serlous trouile.

: \lelAviEtR' KEdN?LA & CO., LAUNDRY SOAP.

8 sold only in two and three-pound bars (not wrapped), and every bar i
;tau;lpeg as ubove. It is put up in boxes contalning aixt}-‘;)oguds. nni; i:yfor‘:ul:
y the best grocers. If your grocer won’t furnish the goods and offers something

he claims to be just as good, send t ‘ s will dalle ;
taining sixty pounds, good, send to us $3.00 and we will dellver to you a box cone

WEAVER, KEN
8242 tol3262 K Street, -GLAW&Asﬁ%éTou, D. C.
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